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SANTA YNEZ FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY TO HOLD ANNUAL MEETING

Demonstration of Library’s FREE eBook Service, Annual Spring Book Sale

SOLVANG, CA - The Santa Ynez Valley Friends of the Library will hold its Annual Meeting Saturday, March 3, 2012 at 10 a.m. The featured speakers are

Santa Barbara Reference Librarian Jace Turner, and Library Services Manager Scott Love, who will make a presentation on the evolving world of eBooks in the library. They will talk about how the Library’s OverDrive service works and how to get started borrowing FREE eBooks and downloadable audiobooks from the library. They will also have a new Kindle, Nook and Sony eReader on hand. Attendees are encouraged to bring their own computers or portable devices to try OverDrive.


  The public is also invited to learn more about the Friends of the Library and how Libraries will adjust to emerging technologies, current budget challenges and user trends.  Those attending the Friends’ Annual Meeting will have early admission to the Library’s Annual Spring Book Sale, immediately following the Meeting. 


Carolyn Lawrence, President of the Board of the Friends, said, “The challenges to public funding for libraries are increasing as the county continues to face budget deficits and the state has withdrawn all public funding. Additionally, new census figures show a local decline which will affect funding.  Happily, the Friends have had one our best years ever, so we have been able to increase support for the library. We are looking for more members of the community to become involved so that we can restore hours and provide up-to-date service.”


The Solvang Library is one-tenth the size of the average library for a similarly- sized community, has only one-fifth the number of books and computers as libraries in similar communities. The library is now facing another potential budget reduction starting in July 2012.  Reduced budgets forced the library to eliminate Monday hours in July 2009, and to again decrease hours in July 2011. Before July 2009, the library was open six days and 49.5 hours a week. Now with a five day and 36 hours a week schedule, the library is again facing a budget that could cause further reductions in open hours. The current schedule makes it difficult for families to participate in essential pre-literacy programs for pre-school children, and additionally constrains students and adults needing the library’s valuable resources.



The State’s proposed budget for the coming fiscal year again contains no funding for public libraries. At a January 2012 Board meeting, the Friends were informed by library administration that northward shifting population figures will decrease already diminished County funding for the Solvang branch in fiscal year 2012-13. The City of Solvang’s support, which increased last year from $54,000 to $60,000, remains crucial.


Solvang Library Supervisor, Carey McKinnon, said that although hours have been trimmed in the past year, the library is seeing more traffic.  “Many people are getting new cards or reinstating old ones in order to be able to use library services, especially downloadable E and Audio books.  The library’s free wifi is a draw for visitors and locals.  Preschool storytimes, family performance events, adult lectures and the Adult Literacy Program are all ongoing.  If you haven’t been into your public library for a while, come take a look.”


The Friends of the Santa Ynez Valley Library was incorporated in 1994 as a 501 (c)(3) to promote and support the programs and functions of the Solvang Branch Library. The mission of the Friends is to make the public aware of the services and needs of the library, to stimulate expansion of the library’s collections, facilities and services, and to support programs that directly affect the needs of children, youth and adults in the Santa Ynez Valley. The Friends raise money annually through a membership drive, grant solicitations, and annual gifts.

### FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, PHOTOS, CREDITS AND RELEASES CONTACT:

Pamela Brown

P.O. Box 38

Los Olivos, CA 93441

Friends of the Library Solvang, CA.

805.245.0619

KEYWORDS: Annual Meeting, Library, Overdrive eBook, Annual Spring Book Sale, Scott Love, Jace Turner, The Friends of the Santa Ynez Valley Library, library technology, budget shortfall, Carey McKinnon, Carolyn Lawrence


